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2015 Summer Camp Registration is Open 
 

We know it’s only January, but plans are well underway for our annual Summer 
Soccer Camp. As in past years, the camp will function through the Community 
Education office of the Kenmore-Tonawanda Union Free School District. This year’s 
camp will be held from Monday July 6th through Friday July 10th, from 9:00am to 
Noon each day. The camp is open to all players ages 7 through 13 (born after 
7/31/2001 and before 8/1/2008). 
 
We had a record number of campers last year, and we are looking forward to this 
year's session. The camp will be led by Nick DeMarsh, the Director of Coaching for 
Kenmore Soccer and head Women’s Soccer Coach at Buffalo State College. The staff 
will include Prisco Houndanon, the Director of the Kenmore Soccer Academy; Brian 
Knapp, Assistant Women’s Coach at Buffalo State College and a former Division 1 
player at the University of Buffalo; Tom Karanas, Assistant Men’s coach at Buffalo 
State College; and several local college and amateur players. 
 
Registration is now open through the Club website at www.kenmoresoccer.com. To 
register, simply login into your account and select Summer Camp. Independent 
Health Flexfit and personalbest! can be used by those with those programs. Others 
can pay on-line with their credit card, or can mail a check. 
 
Registration can also be done through the Community Education office, once the 
Spring/Summer catalog is issued. Instructions for registering through Community 
Education will be listed in the catalog. 
 
Based on last year’s camp, and the growth of our programs, we are expecting to 
have another record number of campers. We encourage you to register as soon as 
possible so we can adequately plan, and ensure our camp continues to be the best 
in our community. 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
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Registering with Kenmore Soccer for 2015 
 

 
Although some teams are full, registration for the 2015 season  
is still open using the “Join Kenmore Soccer” link at 
www.kenmoresoccer.com.  
 
Dual registration is not permitted in any age group. That means that you are not 
allowed to play for more than one soccer club, although players can attend 
training programs for multiple clubs. 
 
Kenmore Soccer continues with its policy of not conducting formal tryouts, since 
we believe that does not allow for coaches, players, and parents to best 
determine if a team is the “right fit”. Instead, we will continue to invite interested 
new players to attend training sessions to see if Kenmore Soccer is a fit for them.  
 
Our younger teams recently began training, with the older teams beginning in 
January. Players can join at any time prior to May 1, 2015. However, some teams 
have full rosters, while others have only a few openings, so the sooner a player 
registers, the more likely we can accommodate them. 
 
We encourage our existing players to invite interested friends to register on-line, 
and we will invite them to attend upcoming team training sessions. Questions 
regarding our programs can be directed to Ken Voght, our Operations Manager, 
at 837-1627. 
 
If you know someone interested in joining Kenmore Soccer, please encourage 
them to register ASAP.  

Trivia Question 

(answer on page 6) 

 

What year was the first form of soccer  
played in the United States? 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
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Remember—Goalkeeper Training Begins  
January 5th at the Epic Center 

 
If you plan to attend (and every goalkeeper should if at all possible), please e-

mail Ken Voght at voght@msn.com if you have not already done so. 

Parenting our Soccer Players 
 
 

A sign that was posted at a hockey rink is a great reminder of the role 
of parents of athletes. 

mailto:voght@msn.com�
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Show your team spirit by joining us for a fundraiser to support  the 
Kenmore Vipers U-11 Boys soccer team. Just come into the Tonawanda 

Chipotle at 1759 Sheridan Drive on Monday, January 19th, from 
4:00pm to 8:00pm. 

 
Bring in this flyer, show it on your smartphone, or tell the cashier 
you're supporting the cause to make sure that 50% of the proceeds 
will be donated to the team. 

ONE FOR 
THE TEAM 
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Why Don't We Keep Score in Kids' Sports?  
by Dave McGinn (Toronto Globe and Mail) 

 
Two summers ago, I went to watch my niece play soccer. My daughter was excited to see her cousin in an actual game 
- look at that jersey, she's so grown up! - and I was excited to see my brother in his job as the coach of her team (look 
at that whistle, he's so grown up!). They played the way all little kids play soccer: Everyone on both teams surrounded 
the ball and moved up and down the field as one giant mass. Every now and then, a kid would get the ball and break 
away from the pack, often in the wrong direction. My brother would windmill his arms to get the kid's attention, and 
smiling parents would yell, "The other way! Go the other way!" Afterward, we went to get ice cream. Would any of the 
kids be happier if they were told they won the game? I seriously doubt it. Thankfully, I didn't have to worry about it 
because no one was keeping score. 
 
Personally, I want my kids to love sports because sports are awesome. I want them to build self-confidence and self-
esteem. Considering the rates of obesity in this country, I want my kids to develop a lifelong love of physical activity 
through sports. I want them to learn dedication and good sportsmanship. 
 
Along the way, I want them to learn responsibility, whether it's by oiling their baseball gloves or making sure their cleats 
and shin pads are packed in the car as we head to practice. That, too, is one of the important things sports can teach 
kids. Some researchers say there shouldn't be competition in kids' sports at any age. "The less competition that's 
present in kids' play, the healthier and more productive it is for them," says Alfie Kohn, author of No Contest: The Case 
Against Competition. "Overwhelming research indicates that competition undermines psychological health, strains 
relationships and reduces achievement." 
 
So let's take the question "isn't competition part of sports?" and instead ask, "what kind of competition? How much? And 
when?" "One of the problems we have is people either have full-fledged competition, like the Super Bowl for babies, or 
nothing. It's much better to think of a developmental progression," says Daniel Gould, director of the Institute for the 
Study of Youth Sports at Michigan State University. 
 
The big concern that underlies eliminating competition from sports is that by giving trophies to everyone regardless of 
effort or outcome, we're raising kids who will expect to be handed trophies their entire lives in one form or another 
without working for them. It's a legitimate worry. 
 
The Canadian long-term athlete-development model is a very good example of how this progression should work, Gould 
says. A quick summary goes like this: First, little kids get engaged in physical activity (Can you jump? Can you hop?). 
Then, around the age of six, they learn fundamental movements to promote balance and agility. (Can you dribble from 
one end of the pitch to the other?) From there, you can introduce scoring but not place much emphasis on it; and then, 
finally, when kids reach their teen years, competition becomes more important, with medals and trophies and winners 
and losers. 
 
"In the teenage years, kids need to learn how to win and they need to learn how to lose," Gould says." I think some 
parents forget to do that, and then they wonder why their kid's not independent at 14." When they're old enough, I 
want my kids to know how good it feels to earn victory, and how to recover from a loss that just totally sucks. So yes - 
competition is part of sports at a certain age, though a yes or no answer doesn't get us anywhere close to the nuance, 
complexity and careful understanding the issue requires. 
 
And one thing I'm learning as a parent - my children are 5 and 3 - is that thinking through issues with nuance, 
complexity and careful understanding is our job if we want to do what's best for kids. It's not easy or simple, and 
sometimes people are screaming at you, or flinging things at their sister, but you need to do it all the same. 
 
Sport is about competition. But it's about so much more than that, too. 
 
By the way, my niece? She still loves soccer. I don't even know if her league has started to keep score, but you should 
see her out there. She runs all over the pitch with this huge, determined grin on her face. She's way better than she 
was when she started playing, and she wants to get even better. That's a kid who's winning. 
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serving the area's best pizza, 
and supporting our  
youth soccer teams 

   

 

 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  
in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 2 

 
Okay, it is a trick question, since the earliest recorded form of soccer  

occurred before the United States was formed. 1620, the Pilgrims found 
that the American Indians along the Massachusetts coast were playing a 
form of soccer. The Indians called it “Pasuckquakkohowog,” which means 

“they gather to play football.”  

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 

mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com�
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Soccer  
Word Search 
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com 
with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get 

back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 
 

      To be the best club in our community 
       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your 
contributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 
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